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involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone
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documant i carbined with one or more other such docu-
_rrleﬂﬂnh, :luuh oarmbination being obvious to a person skilled
inthe art.

Date of the actual completion of tha international search
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17{2}(a) for the following reascrs:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:
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2. m Claime Noe.: 25-32
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see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
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Intemational Application No. PCT/ US2010/ 851812

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTISA/ 21p

This International Searching Authority found multiple {groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-13{partially)

A surgical device comprising an elongate shaft, a surgical
end effector and a means for selectively attaching in vivo

the surgical end effector to the distal end of the elongate
shaft.

2. claims: 14-24(partially)

A kit comprising a first percutaneous instrument, a surgical
end effector attachable to the first instrument and a second
percutaenous instrument having a distal end which comprises
an engagement feature capable of holding the surgical end
effector during the in vivo attachment to and in vivo
detachment from the first percutaneous instrument.
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International Application No. PCT/ 052010/ 051812

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

Continuation of Box IL.2

Claims Nos.: 25-32

Claims 25-32 pertain to a surgical method comprising the step of passing
the distal end of a first instrument through a percutanecus incision
obviously forming part of a surgical procedure. The Authority is
therefore not required to carry out international search preliminary
examination.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. 1T the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EP0 Guideline C-¥I, 8.2},
should the prohlems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration he
overcome.
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